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Living Savior Lutheran Church 
4616 Gharrett St  Missoula, MT 59803  

livingsaviormissoula.org  406.543.8222 

Pastor Noah Willitz  noah.willitz@gmail.com 

 

September 22, 2019 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We’re happy you’re here to worship with us! We pray that the Lord bless you through his 

Word this morning.  

Notes about your visit: 

• If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the greeters or 

anyone else.   

• Restrooms are out the back doors and down the second hallway on the right.  

• Parents, we are so glad that you have brought your little children to church this 

morning. If needed, there is a nursery out the back doors to the right. 

  

Understanding the Church Year 

Season of Pentecost 

We have now entered fully into the second half of the Church Year where the 

emphasis of our worship shifts to the result of God’s work in our hearts through the 

Word – creating and sustaining faith in our hearts and producing good works in our 

lives.  While the emphasis shifts, we never leave behind Christ and his work for us, 

which was the center of our attention during the first half of the Church Year. 

Prayer Before Worship 

I pray you, dear Lord Jesus, my heart to keep and train 

That I your holy temple from youth to age remain. 

Oh, turn my thoughts forever from worldly wisdom’s lore; 

If I but learn to know you, I shall not want for more. 
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THE LORD DESIRES HUMILITY 

OPENING HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name | 278 

INVOCATION 

P: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

We confess our sins together and hear the word of forgiveness announced by the pastor. Jesus himself promises, “If you 
forgive anyone their sins, they are forgiven” (John 20:23).  

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt.  

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 

are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:  
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of 

your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and 

with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 



 

 4 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST READING James 2:1-13 (EHV) 

We’re not here to serve and elevate ourselves. We’re here to humbly serve others. In our lives of 

service to our neighbor, we have the privilege of sharing the love of Jesus – love that has covered 

all our sins against God’s law and earned us his mercy. 

My brothers, have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without showing favoritism.  
2 For example, suppose a man enters your worship assembly wearing gold rings and fine 

clothing, and a poor man also enters wearing filthy clothing. 3 If you look with favor on 

the man wearing fine clothing and say, “Sit here in this good place,” but you tell the poor 

man, “Stand over there” or “Sit down here at my feet,” 4 have you not made a distinction 

among yourselves and become judges with evil opinions? 5 Listen, my dear brothers, has 

not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 

kingdom, which he promised to those who love him? 6 But you dishonored the poor 

man. Don’t the rich oppress you, and don’t they drag you into court? 7 Aren’t they the 

ones who blaspheme the noble name that was pronounced over you? 8 However, if you 

really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, since 

you are convicted by this law as transgressors. 
10 In fact, whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become guilty 

of breaking all of it. 11 For the one who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do commit murder, you 

have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and act as those who are going to be 

judged by the law of freedom. 13 For there will be judgment without mercy on the one 

who has not shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Jeremiah 15:16 

P:  Alleluia! Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia! 

 

(The congregation’s sung response is printed on the next page.) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14 (NIV) 

As Christians, we don’t seek glory for ourselves. Instead, we devote ourselves to humility. In that 

humility, we praise and thank God for the undeserved honor he gives us by calling us his children. 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 

being carefully watched. 
7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them 

this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 

honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host 

who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, 

humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 10 But 

when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better 

place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other 

guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or 

dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your 

relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 
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back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Son of God, Eternal Savior | 492 

 

SERMON Proverbs 25:6-7 (ESV) 

In the Presence of the King 

6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence  

or stand in the place of the great,  
7 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”  

than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.  

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven   

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

OFFERING 

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:7 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are 

new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of 

your children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

P: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation 

in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of society. Bless our national, 

state, and local governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 

workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students 

read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 

responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 

created order. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.  

P: Strengthen families in our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 

commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to 

regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 

P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 

hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites’ … So they will put 
my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” – Numbers 6:22-27 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

The Lord look on you with his favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown | 322 
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News and Notes 

Stick around after the service today for some fellowship and a brief Bible Study. After 

Bible Study, Church Council and Women of Faith will meet. 

Bible 101 – Want to learn more about what the Bible says? Looking for a good 

refresher? Join us for Bible 101! Our new class meets on Fridays at 2:00 pm. 

Midweek Bible Study – Next week, we’ll begin our Fall Bible Study series! This Fall, we’ll 

be looking at the “I am” statements of Jesus. All are invited to gather around God’s Word 

on Monday, September 30 at Frontier Café in Stevensville, or Wednesday, October 2 

at church. We’ll plan to start at 7:00 pm. 

Serving at Living Savior 

 

 

 

 

 

In our prayers this week: 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

 -Philippians 4:6 

❖ Gil Turner: Gil continues to battle cancer. 

❖ Makiah & Elizabeth Rahmer: The Rahmer girls suffer from epilepsy. 

❖ Richard Best: April’s dad is dealing with health difficulties. 

❖ Ruth Adams: Ruthie relies heavily on her family of believers for support and 

encouragement. 

❖ Jerry Murphy’s nephew is being treated for a blood disorder. 

❖ Bobbie Schmidt: Julie Knott’s mom is adjusting to life in hospice care. 

❖ John Appelt: John is receiving cancer treatments. 

❖ How can we pray for you? Let Pastor know! 

Music: 

Today: Lauren 

Next Sunday: Jon 

Camera: 

Today: Terry 

Next Sunday: Gil 

Greeters: 

Today: Murphy 

Next Sunday: McGuire 

Cleaners: 

This Week: Bernthal/McGuire 


