


LIVING SAVIOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH
AND PRESCHOOL

—]

December 4, 2022



THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Hymns — 320 — 327- 312 - 301

320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord CW 320 vs 1-3
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
| have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord CW 320 vs 4-7

The Word

The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give
us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
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with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
>Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
"The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
and the young child will put its hand into the viper's nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
%9 that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations
will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 15:4-13
4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we
might have hope. °May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you
the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, ®so that with one
mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God. 8For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's
truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed °and,
moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:
“Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing the praises of your name.”
1°Again, it says,



“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples extol him."
12And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
one who will arise to rule over the nations;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”
3May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6
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Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and
saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:



“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
'Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him."”

4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. *People went out to him from Jerusalem
and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. ®Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. °And do not think you can
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.’ | tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up children for Abraham. °The ax is already at the root of the trees,
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.

| baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. "?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327

Sermon: Repent, the Kingdom of Heaven is Near - Mt 3:1-12
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may
grow and love toward all may increase.

C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in
lives of faith.

C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly
walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer,
and judge our laws.
C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.



Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

C: Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who
suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
C: Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest
from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
C: Amen.

Offering

Please fill out a Connection Card. Members of Living Savior support the ministry of
sharing the good news of Jesus through their offerings. Guests may choose to give back to
the Lord at Living Savior, their home church or another charitable means.

Stand

Preface CW 165
The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and
pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore,



with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

/1 Holy, Holy, Holy Ccw 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent
to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you
made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out
his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus' death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered
us together to receive your Son's body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as
one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: Amen.

51 O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Distribution

The Lord's Supper is a beautiful expression of unity—with our Lord and among members of
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). If
you are not yet a confirmed member of a WELS or ELS church, we ask that you refrain from
communing today. We would love for you to join us in the future after sharing what we
believe and teach at Living Savior. Please speak with the pastor about instruction classes
offered. To God be the glory!

312 Comfort, Comfort All My People CW 312
Stand

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go in peace.
C: Amen.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

301 Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301
December Altar December Cleaning Attendance Last Week
Lynn Bernthal Phil McGuire, April Best Sunday, November 27 - 31

Pastor & Jean Persons Kalispell - 5

Welcome to LIVING SAVIOR

Welcome! We are glad that you have joined us to worship the Savior.

e Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the sanctuary. There are also
restrooms in the NW corner of the fellowship area.

e Please help us be a friendly church by filling out the Connection Card during
the service and placing it in the offering plate.

e Would you like to know more about Jesus, the basic teachings of what it
means to be a Christian, or the Bible? Please mark the box on the Connection
Card or email Pastor Persons for more information.

Living Savior Contact Information

Church Office: (406) 543-8222 livingsaviormissoula@gmail.com
Vacancy Pastor Steve Persons:  (507) 340-6710 persons@1791.com
Preschool Director April Best:  (406) 240-0625 aprilbest85@yahoo.com

Living Savior Lutheran Church
4616 Gharrett St. Missoula MT 59803

&> WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling,
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