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First Sunday in Lent 

February 26, 2023 

  

A Prayer Before Worship: Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me in 

your gracious Word, and assure me of your loving-kindness. Curb my wandering thoughts so 

that with undivided attention, I may hear your voice and sing your praise. Amen.  

 

Greeting by Kevin Oberhofer  

Hymn 731 Oh, How Good It Is 
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Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1951, abr., alt. 
Tune: Michael Joncas, b. 1951 
Text and tune: © 1979 OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710359 
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 Announcements 
• Thank you to Pastor Scott Martz, Valley View, Helena, MT, for providing the 

worship materials for today’s service! 

• Thank you to Kevin Oberhofer for stepping forward to lead the service today! 

• Stay after church for a while to have a cup of coffee and visit with each other. 

• Living Savior has called Pastor Jim Fleming from St. Peter Lutheran, Appleton, 

WI to be our new pastor. His contact information is: 

 

 Pastor Jim Fleming [see YouTube video]: https://fb.watch/iOt47UQadM/ 

   Email: pastorjim@922ministries.com 

   Cell Phone: 920-419-1757 

 

Wednesday: Ash Wednesday—search online for https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=VAftq14fS-4—this will be available beginning 5:30pm MST on Feb 22nd from St. 

Peter Lutheran, Appleton, WI 922ministries, where Pastor Jim Fleming serves. The 

service will be available at your convenience after that initial time period. 

 

Friday: 12:30pm, Women’s Bible Study at Dawn Mortel’s 

Next Sunday: 10am, Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Living Savior Lutheran Church 

4616 Gharrett St, Missoula, MT 59803 

Church Phone 406-543-8222  Church email: pastor@livingsaviormissoula.org 

Vacancy Pastor Steve Persons, 507-340-6710  Email: persons@1791.com  
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music, Parakeet Boots Music, admin. MusicServices.org, Inc. Townend Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710359 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

https://fb.watch/iOt47UQadM/
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    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn 821 On Eagle’s Wings      sts. 1, Ref, 2–3, Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 

 

 
Tune: Kevin Becker 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710359  

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

 

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s tempta-

tions, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the world from the 

prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against the forces of 

evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and sci-

ence, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sermon: Unleased -  The Miracles of Christian Baptism 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering  As the offering is brought to the altar, please fill out the Connec-
tion Card at this time. It can be placed in the offering plate on the table to 
the right as you leave the church. Thank you!  

Prayer of the Church 

 Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 

your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Ho-

ly Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 7 

Be seated 

First Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 

said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God 

did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 

not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 

 4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you 

eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 

and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 

they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for them-

selves. 

 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the gar-

den in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
9But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I com-

manded you not to eat from?” 

 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 

and I ate it.” 

 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

 and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

 and you will eat dust 

 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 

 between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

 and you will strike his heel.” 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 5:12–19 

 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 

this way death came to all people, because all sinned— 

 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against 

anyone’s account where there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam 

to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, 

who is a pattern of the one to come. 

 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, 

how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 

Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one 

man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed 

many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death 

reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provi-

sion of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 

 18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one 

righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19For just as through the disobedi-

ence of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one 

man the many will be made righteous. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2After fast-

ing forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are 

the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

 and they will lift you up in their hands, 
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 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 

worship me.” 

 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him only.’” 

 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day 683 We Know That Christ Is Raised 

 

 

 

 
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932, alt. 
Tune: Charles V. Stanford, 1852–1924 
Text: © 1967 John B. Geyer. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710359     Tune: Public domain  


