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Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023 

422 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth CW 422 sts. 1–3 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714849 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the 

cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the 

forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading 2 Kings 4:17–37 

 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave 

birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. 

 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19He 

said to his father, “My head! My head!” 

 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had lifted him 

up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 
21She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went 

out. 

 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I 

can go to the man of God quickly and return.” 

 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.” 

 “That’s all right,” she said. 

 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me 

unless I tell you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 

 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! 

There’s the Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your 

husband all right? Is your child all right?’ ” 

 “Everything is all right,” she said. 

 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi 

came over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter 

distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me why.” 

 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?” 

 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and 

run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff 

on the boy’s face.” 

 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 

you.” So he got up and followed her. 

 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or 

response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.” 

 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33He went 

in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34Then he got on the bed 

and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself 

out on him, the boy’s body grew warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in 
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the room and then got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed 

seven times and opened his eyes. 

 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she 

came, he said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. 

Then she took her son and went out. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 8:11–19 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives 

in you. 

 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 

according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 

his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 

be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 

be revealed. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel John 11:17–27,38–45 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to 
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Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 

live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” 

 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.” 

 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 

across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 

 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, 

for he has been there four days.” 

 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 

you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 

people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 

man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 

face. 

 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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571 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth CW 571 
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Sermon - Making the Right or Wrong Choice John 18:38-40 

Stand 
 
We confess our Christian faith in song: 

940 We All Believe in One True God CW 940 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
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Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, especially watch over Terry & 

Deb and Craig & Lynette as they travel. Help Rick Bielawski cope with his move from the 

Bee Hive to Riverside and give his caregivers loving patience as they support him. Be with 

the sister of Faye Schmidt who worshiped with us last Sunday; may she be granted 

recovery for her condition. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have 

mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 
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Offering 

Stand 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

436 The Seven Words CW 436 st. 1 
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Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714849 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 
Tuesday: 12:30pm, Lizzie Confirmation Class, church 

Wednesday: 10:30am, Preschool Devotion 

Wednesday: Lenten Soup & Sandwich Supper, 6:00pm 

Wednesday: Lenten Mid-week Devotion, 6:30-7:00pm, in sanctuary 

Next Sunday: April 2, 10:00am, Worship with Holy Communion – Palm Sunday 

Thursday April 6, 7:00pm: Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

Friday April 7, 7:00pm: Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Sunday April 9, 9:00am: Easter Breakfast 

Sunday April 9, 10:00am: EASTER FESTIVAL SERVICE 

 

Welcome to Living Savior 

Welcome! We are glad that you have joined us to worship the Savior at Living Savior. 

• Restrooms are located down the second hallway on your right as you leave the church. 

More restrooms are available in the NW corner of the fellowship hall. 

• Please help us be a friendly church by filling out the Connection Card during the 

service  and placing it in the offering plate on the table just outside the sanctuary. 

• Would you like to know more about Jesus, the basic teachings of what it means to be 

a Christian, or the Bible? Please mark the box on the Connection Card or email Pastor 

Persons for more information: persons@1791.com. 

• If you would like to know more about the ministry of Living Savior, please visit our 

website, livingsaviormissoula.org. 

Living Savior Contact Information 
Church Office:   (406) 543-8222  pastor@livingsaviormissoula.com 

Vacancy Pastor Steve Persons: (507) 340-6710  persons@1791.com 

Preschool Director April Best: (406) 240-0625  aprilbest85@yahoo.com  

4616 Gharrett Street, Missoula, MT 59803 

Livingsaviormissoula.org 


