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Pentecost 16 – September 17, 2023 

562 Jesus Paid It All CW 562 

 

 

 

 
Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1820–1889 
Tune: John T. Grape, 1835–1915 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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 Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and 

abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy 

and teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and 

judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading (Sermon Text) Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16So they 

sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17‘This is 

what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs 

they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 

God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” 

they said. 

 19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You intended to 

harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 

of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

  

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful Psalm 103A 

 

 

 
  

Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
  

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Second Reading Ephesians 4:29—5:2 

 29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 

for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And 

do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 

every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 1Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 

his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 

gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 

his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

 26“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I 

will pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and 

let him go. 

 28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 

me!’ he demanded. 

 29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay 

it back.’ 

 30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
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 32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 

that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to 

be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

 35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

or sister from your heart.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 

587 Come Down, O Love Divine CW 587 
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Sermon Genesis 50:15-21 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 
  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity – especially David Walker 

who will undergo surgery to remove large kidney stones, Joseph Gess who is recovering 

from heart surgery, Pete Perry who is recovering from hernia surgery, Ashley Griffin and 

her children who are going through difficulties, and John McKee with Raven McKenna 

who are undergoing trials of health and housing needs. Grant joy to Lizzie Rahmer and 

her family as she has joined the family of believers by confirming her faith today. Be with 

all who are traveling and keep them safe. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love and take them into your tender care. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering 

Please fill out a Connection Card and place it in the offering plate or the plate on the table 

just outside the sanctuary. Thank you. 
Members of Living Savior support the ministry of sharing the Good News of Jesus through their offerings.  

Guests may choose to give back to the Lord at Living Savior, through their own congregation, 

or in other ways that reflect a thankful heart. We are glad to share our joy and hope with you. 

 

The Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is a beautiful expression of unity—with our Lord and among members of the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). If you are not yet a confirmed 

member of a WELS or ELS church, we ask that you refrain from communing today.  We would love for you to 

join us in the future after sharing what we believe and teach at Living Savior. Please speak with the pastor 

about instruction classes offered. To God be the glory! 

 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 

cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

Distribution 

 
Stand after distribution 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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731 Oh, How Good It Is CW 731 
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music, Parakeet Boots Music, admin. MusicServices.org, Inc. Townend Music. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 714849 
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Living for the Savior: 
Today 11:15am – Family Bible Hour; Adults - Galatians; Children - Christ Light 

Today 4:00pm – North Valley Lutheran worships at Springhill Suites, Old Reserve St., 

Kalispell 

Monday thru Wednesday – Pastor attends Conference at Waterton Park Lodge 

Thursday 7:30am – Preschool Director Devotion 

Thursday 10:30am – Preschool Devotion 

Thursday 1:00pm – Women of Faith Book Study at Lynn Bernthal’s 

 

We have need for regular video recording individuals to be scheduled. Please let either 

Alex Fleig or Pastor Persons know if you have an interest. Thanks! 

 

Cleaning: Jerry & Val Murphy, Kim Dearth 

Mowing: Phil McGuire 

 

Living Savior Contact Information 

Church Office:   (406) 543-8222  pastor@livingsaviormissoula.org 

Pastor Steve Persons:  (507) 340-6710  persons@1791.com 

Preschool Director April Best: (406) 240-0625  aprilbest85@yahoo.com  

4616 Gharrett Avenue, Missoula, MT 59803 

livingsaviormissoula.org 
 

 

 

 


